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" G Sr-e-R .E--T- - NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION 

EMBASSY OF VIETNAM 

ON DECEMBER NINE, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT, A SOURCE WHO HAS 
FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, REPORTED THE FOLLOWING 
INFOMATION: 

ON THE SAME DATE MRS. ANNA CHENNAULT WAS IN TOUCH WITH 
NGUYEN HOAN, COUNSELOR AT THE VIETNAMESE EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, 

D. C. CWDC). SHE ADVISED HIM THAT HER VERY GOOD FRIEND HAD 
BEEN APPOINTED YESTERDAY AS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. SHE WENT 
ON TO SAY THAT "WE” SHOULD BE VERY HAPPY ABOUT THIS. ACCORDING 
TO THE WDC PRESS OF DECEMBER NINE, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT, 
REPRESENTATIVE MELVIN R. LAIRD OF WISCONSIN HAS BEEN CHOSEN TO 
BECOME SECRETARY OF DEFENSE IN THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION. ACCORDING 
rO -THE-SOURCE, MRS. CHENNAULT THEN. TOLD HOAN NOT TO BE TOO CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE PR ESS’S REFERENCES ABOUT' A COALITION GOVERNMENT. 

CHENNAULT INDICATED THAT LAIRD IS A VERY ~STRONG’mAN~ SHE~ADDED 7 ’ 
rHAT SHE WILL BE GOING TO NEW YORK CITY TO SEE BOB MURPHY, 

WHOSE EXACT IDENTITY IS NOT KNOWN TO THE SOURCE, AND WON’T 
RETURN TO WASHINGTON UNTIL LATER THIS WEEK. SHE WAS INFORMED 
rHAT VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR BUI DIEM IS EXPECTED TO RETURN 
ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF THIS WEEK. MRS. CHENNAULT SUGGESTED THAT 
SHE WOULD LIKE TO MEET WITH THE AMBASSADOR UPON HIS RETURN. 
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